Eve Rank hosted chat, Thursday 23rd July 2009

In attendance:

Eve Rank, disability rights expert. As well as campaigning on disability rights issues, Eve is a carer with a learning disability and she looks after her husband Peter who has multiple disabilities as well as a learning disability.
Andrew Hollman, Director of Inspired Services. Andrew’s work at Inspired Services since 1993 has included a range of consultancy, research, investigation and service evaluations for a variety of Health, Social Service and voluntary sector organisations., 
Michele, Web Manager at The Princess Royal Trust for Carers
Sam_S, Online Support Manager at The Princess Royal Trust for Carers
Ewan, Online Support Manager at The Princess Royal Trust for Carers
Drew_L, learning disabilities lead at The Princess Royal Trust for Carers
Hal, carer
The Care5853, carer
jeanette, carer

jaye2080, carer
Rosemary1, carer
angelica, carer
lulu, carer
fenlander, carer
Beth, carer
	Sam_S
	It's nice to meet you Eve, I'm one of the Online Support Managers for our websites here..... ::smile

	jeanette
	Hi Jaye

	Michele
	Shall we just chat for few minutes to give people a chance to arrive

	hal
	we can do

	Eve Rank
	ha ha rosemary, it's easy for me to do because I've got someone doing the hard work typeing. lol

	hal
	hi jaye, you sneaked in, lol

	Rosemary1
	I know who He is too eve..lol..I was warned to be on my best behaviour by him..lol

	Eve Rank
	Nice to meet you Sam_S

	jeanette
	hi Ewan

	jaye2080
	hi all

	hal
	how you doing Jaye

	jaye2080
	fine ty hal, hows u?

	Sam_S
	Hello Rosemary too!

	Michele
	my connection is very slow tonight... so apologies if my messages take a little while to appear

	hal
	not bad ty

	hal
	ok

	Eve Rank
	that's ok, we don't want it too fast and furious. Maybe furious, not sure about fast! ::biggrin

	hal
	lol Eve

	Ewan
	::laugh now that would be an excellent slogan for our website...

	Rosemary1
	considering who is doing your typing eve I dont think you have any worries there..lol

	Eve Rank
	::smile

	Michele
	Hi all newcomers - welcome to the chat room. Tonight we have a guest host - Eve Rank is with us for the next hour to chat and answer your questions (lol Eve)

	Sam_S
	good point Rosemary!

	Rosemary1
	lol

	Michele
	Eve is a disability rights activist and campaigner for carers with learning disabilities - and is a carer herself.

	Eve Rank
	If you've got any questions for me, let me know ::smile

	The Care5853
	Hi, I'm here tonight on behalf of and with questions from The Care Network

	Eve Rank
	I'm a carer with a learning disability.

	Rosemary1
	hi the Care

	Michele
	It's 7pm now, so who wants to kick us off with a question for Eve?

	Sam_S
	Eve, can I ask who it is that you help to care for?

	Eve Rank
	Nice to meet you The Care.

	The Care5853
	thanks, you too.

	Eve Rank
	i care for my husband peter who has multiple disabilities as well as a learning disability.

	Eve Rank
	i married him because i loved him, i didn't realise i'd be a carer as well.

	hal
	dont think anybody thinks that when they marry somebody

	Michele
	guess that is often the way...

	Sam_S
	Thanks Eve, was just curious ::smile

	Rosemary1
	what has been some of the issues you have campaigned for

	Eve Rank
	it's ok to be curious! ask away!

	jeanette
	I have been trying to get info etc for people with L/D who also have dementia..especially early age dementia.do you know what mencap is doing .if anything about the severe problem?

	Eve Rank
	a main one was to get carers with learning disabilites recognised and valued at the local and national level.

	Eve Rank
	We have the who cares for us campaign.

	Ewan
	That sounds interesting - can you tell us a bit more about it?

	Michele
	was just reading about that campaign on inspired services website - www.inspired services.org.uk

	Eve Rank
	might be giving mencap a ring or pavilion, jeanette, although it's not really my area.

	Rosemary1
	you did well jeanette raising awareness of this with the petition you did

	hal
	true

	Eve Rank
	we set the campaign up with some other carers with a learning disability to makes sure it was included in the carers strategy and the valuing people now strategy

	jeanette
	But the problem is rosemary nothing is happening!!

	Drew_L
	There's also some stuff about people with LD who also have learning disability from the Scottish Consortium for People with Learning Disability, but haven't seen much else

	Rosemary1
	i know jeanette and my respect for you grows each time I see you fighting about this

	Sam_S
	Eve, do you feel you are making progress with your campaigns?

	Drew_L
	Sorry, that was meant to be people with learning disabilities who also have dementia

	Rosemary1
	thx for that link Michele

	Eve Rank
	we also now have a national advisory group with the department of health working on making changes happen

	Eve Rank
	in my area in Bedfordshire we've managed to make a lot of changes around carers with learning disabilities are supported.

	Eve Rank
	If i've got a problem i can ring Carers in Bedfordshire.

	Eve Rank
	I've just recently been involved in their art project.

	The Care5853
	Eve, could you please tell us what obstacles carers with LD’s face when they try and access services?

	Sam_S
	that's good to hear Eve, it'd be great if all areas were doing the same!

	jeanette
	we need a campaign for those with L/d and dementia.I am being told all should be included in the dementia services and possibly much older ones are.. are BUT NOT younger ones

	Eve Rank
	social services is an obstacle, some of them. If you have a learning disability they don't think you can be a carers as well.

	Eve Rank
	It's taken me about 3 years to reach people within the council.

	jeanette
	sorry to trouble you Eve but have been batting my head against a brick wall with no one doing anything positive.

	
	angelica joined.

	jeanette
	Hi angelica

	Sam_S
	Hi there Angelica!

	Ewan
	It sounds as though people make a lot of assumptions - like assuming that if you are one thing you can't be another as well!

	jaye2080
	hi angel

	Eve Rank
	that sounds a real problem. It's not something i know a lot about.

	hal
	hi angelica, how are you

	Ewan
	Hi Angelica ::smile

	angelica
	hi there

	Rosemary1
	eve, if you have fought for recognition,do you feel that is under threat with the WR bill and some of its proposals? as more carers/those with disabilities including learning disabilties move to JSA and ESA

	Michele
	Hi Angelica. Eve, was just curious about what drives you and how you got involved with campaigning?

	hal
	not good jeanette

	Rosemary1
	hi angel

	Eve Rank
	hi rosemary, if you could try to avoid the jargon, it's not easy to know what some of that means. ::smile

	jeanette
	you wouldnt know a lot about it Eve because it isnt a subject that is prominant yet more are living longer and so more will be out there soon requiring help

	Rosemary1
	my apologies Eve.

	Eve Rank
	i've not come under pressure to get any work but there an awful lot of other people with learning disabilities who aren't carers who haven't got a job as well.

	Rosemary1
	I agreew ith you Jeanette,more needs doing.

	hal
	i care for my wife full time

	hal
	been doing than now for the past 18 months or so

	Eve Rank
	i have worked as a disability rights commissioner and would like to do more work like that, but need to get reliable support sorted out for my husband Peter before i can do that. ::sad

	The Care5853
	If social services were not helping to recognise you as a carer where you being supported by your GP?

	Sam_S
	I guess you, like most carers, find getting reliable care and respite quite difficult Eve?

	
	fenlander joined.

	fenlander
	alte is high I think and am not high

	Eve Rank
	Michele, I think it's because i saw how other people with learning disabilities lives were.

	Eve Rank
	The Care, my GP has been good thanks, especially in the last 12 months.

	Ewan
	That's good to hear, Eve

	Eve Rank
	I've had real problems getting good carerworkers who can support people with learning disabilities.

	The Care5853
	that's good to know.

	hal
	can believe that Eve

	Eve Rank
	Sometimes they come in nurses uniforms (my husband liked that! ::biggrin) but it wasn't really appropriate because we don't live in institutions!

	Michele
	thanks Eve - can imagine how passionate you must feel about it - it must be so difficult to juggle with your own caring role

	The Care5853
	lol

	fenlander
	Do you and your husband both have learnibg disabilities Eve?

	jeanette
	just hope you might be able to raise my concern when you are at an appropriate meeting Eve .thank you.

	Eve Rank
	yes we do, and peter has other physical disabilities as well. He's registered blind, wears calipers, has a speech impediment.

	Eve Rank
	jeanette, i'll get that talked about.

	Drew_L
	I can raise it too - I do work around the dementia strategy, so can make sure this comes up

	fenlander
	and you have children?

	hal
	not very easy for you then Eve

	jeanette
	I am really pleased to hear that Eve thank you.

	Eve Rank
	I've got an Valuing People now group coming up jeanette, I'll make sure that gets mentioned.

	Eve Rank
	No kids, looking after Peter's enough. ::biggrin

	jeanette
	excellent

	Eve Rank
	I've got a cat too!

	Sam_S
	haha Eve!

	fenlander
	how long have you been together?

	Michele
	oh we all love cats here!

	fenlander
	we have cats too

	Sam_S
	not ALL of us Michele ::biggrin

	hal
	yep, cats can be comical at times

	The Care5853
	I'm interested to know how do the needs of carers with LD differ from other carers?

	fenlander
	and I have 2 sons with Autistic Spectrum disorder

	hal
	not here but my mum does

	Ewan
	oh dear, I fear the age-old cat/dog debate is about to rear its ugly head...

	Eve Rank
	they don't differ but it's harder for people to take you seriously.

	fenlander
	cats are all Autistic

	Sam_S
	there's no debate to be had Ewan ::laugh

	jeanette
	well we are more usually carers from our childs birth

	Eve Rank
	You also need easy-read information and services that are accessible.

	Michele
	haha Fen!

	Sam_S
	Eve, how have you managed to overcome people's attitudes when you meet them and try to get your needs met?

	jeanette
	so are carers for a very long time.42 years in my case

	Eve Rank
	i'm just bloody bolschy! ::biggrin

	Ewan
	That's an interesting point, jeanette - hadn't thought about it like that.

	Rosemary1
	can I ask how you receive your help Eve, do you use direct payments?

	Drew_L
	I think is something about caring being seen as a life-long commitment too - that may not be the case in some situations, but I think services sometimes forget that carers will be there for a long time, and may need different support at different times

	fenlander
	nobody takes me very seriously either Eve - carers just arent taken seriously - but am j=not being flippant because it is hard enough

	Sam_S
	Bolshy is obviously the way forward then Eve ::laugh

	Eve Rank
	i've just got direct payments instead of voucher. At the moment it's a headache.

	Eve Rank
	I want to buy services but i can't find any!

	Eve Rank
	I'm looking at employing somebody but i need help with the paperwork.

	Drew_L
	Yup - the whole direct payments does rather depend on there being something to buy!

	fenlander
	hi wendy

	Eve Rank
	I'm looking at an agency to help with the paperwork.

	Rosemary1
	are we allowed to ask what area you are from eve?

	Sam_S
	So I guess that might be something which is different for carers wtih a learning disability Eve? The paperwork side of things?

	fenlander
	penderels trust look after paperwork and recruitment in Lincolnshire

	Eve Rank
	I'm from Bedfordshire Rosemary.

	Michele
	what is everyone else's experience of direct payments?

	Rosemary1
	thank you

	lulu
	independant living deals with them in Norfolk

	Rosemary1
	I have accessed and also work under the scheme Michele..lol

	fenlander
	have not been able to find anyone suitable to pay with DP

	jaye2080
	have to go fpolks, sorry

	hal
	not involved on that side of things, I look after my wife myself with no outside help

	Rosemary1
	tc jaye

	Sam_S
	Bye Jaye...

	
	jaye2080 left.

	hal
	bye jaye

	fenlander
	either young people apply to support our boys thinking it will be a doddle or nursing carers which are not what they need and then for hubby we cant get anyone who can deal with his bowel care

	The Care5853
	what advice can you give to our new support wokrer for carers with LD - he's just started in the post?

	fenlander
	bye jaye

	Eve Rank
	there are lots of carers with learning disabilities out there but many of them don't realise they are carers.

	fenlander
	Sorry must have missed out - TheCare5853 - where are you from

	fenlander
	?

	The Care5853
	The Care Network (Based in Bath & North East Somerset)

	Eve Rank
	Lots of self-advocacy groups think all carers take control and they're seen as 'bad' but when you're in that different it's different.

	Rosemary1
	in your experience eve, where have the biggest issues been,accessing help? benefits? etc

	Eve Rank
	sorry, when you're in that situation it's different.

	Eve Rank
	most carers with learning disabilities don't get carers benefits at all.

	fenlander
	does peter get DLA?

	Eve Rank
	For me it job centre plus that originally told me about Cares Allowance.

	Sam_S
	that's really shocking Eve, why do you think that is?

	Eve Rank
	He does get DLA fen.

	fenlander
	when you get DLA middle rate care they usually tell you about carers allowance

	Eve Rank
	because most are hidden. they're often living with mum and dad and services don't know about them

	Sam_S
	wb Michele.

	Rosemary1
	wb michele

	jeanette
	WB Michele

	hal
	wb michele

	Eve Rank
	Welcome back Michele.

	Michele
	thanks (sheepishly)

	Sam_S
	that's really interesting to hear Eve.....

	Eve Rank
	he was on DLA before he met me.

	Eve Rank
	He's had it all his life

	fenlander
	who are hidden Eve?

	fenlander
	did his Mum get carers allowance then

	Eve Rank
	carers with learning disabilities. there's a new group who are allowed to get married or live with partners (like me) and carers who are with mum and dad. Sometimes they end up caring for mum and dad as they get older.

	Eve Rank
	His mums died he's got no parents now.

	Eve Rank
	He lived in sheltered housing for a time.

	The Care5853
	sorry to hear

	Rosemary1
	I agree with you eve that most are hidden.Not sure if you agree but in some circumstances I have seen some parents and say their son/daughter with learning disabilities muddle along as afraid in case they will be split up.Have you witnessed this at all?

	lulu
	how old is he

	fenlander
	that is true Eve because my hubby recently became Paraplegic and our sons help care for him as well

	Eve Rank
	He's classes my mum as his mum really.

	The Care5853
	do you get help from any other family members?

	Ewan
	So people live with mum and dad to get support with their own learning disabilities, and end up caring for their parents themselves?

	Eve Rank
	happens all the time rosemary, it's really common.

	Rosemary1
	thx

	fenlander
	I think there is a problem in general in that they expect carers to find out their rights by themselves learning disabled or not

	Eve Rank
	he's 50 but don't tell everyone! ::biggrin

	Michele
	i didn't know that fen... how old are your sons?

	hal
	lol

	fenlander
	relationships are not that cut and dried in a family

	lulu
	thanks

	Eve Rank
	i've got my inlaws down the road if i need them, and mum and dad are on the end of the phone.

	hal
	can be difficult yes

	fenlander
	17 & 21 Michele

	Eve Rank
	Yes, as parents become older the caring role changes.

	fenlander
	21 year old has Aspergers and 127 year old Autistic with severe communication disorder

	Rosemary1
	makes you wonder where the carers of the future are going to come from

	Eve Rank
	127!

	fenlander
	sorry 17 year old not 127 year old1

	The Care5853
	Eve, Did you get access to support for your kids when they were younger in their caring role

	hal
	lol fen

	lulu
	and will the work houses come back

	Sam_S
	though that would be quite impressive Fen!

	Eve Rank
	we don't kids

	jeanette
	what annoys me is ..my husband and I could go into over 55s sheltered housing if we wanted but our daughter couldnt come with us because she is under 55

	Eve Rank
	only a cat and a husband! ::smile

	Eve Rank
	bloody hope hont lulu!

	fenlander
	I think we would be rich if we had a 127 year old son and how old would we be/

	angelica
	thats bad jeanette..never thought of that

	
	Beth joined.

	Michele
	that just seems wrong jeanette... there are so many gaps in the system

	Michele
	hi beth

	Sam_S
	Hi there Beth

	hal
	hi beth, how you doing

	Eve Rank
	Hello Beth.

	fenlander
	it seems the more I learn that after 19 adults with learning disabilities can easily become invisible

	Beth
	Hi everyone

	lulu
	jay, what would have happened if you and your husband had moved there and say your daughter came to live with you

	Ewan
	Hi Beth ::smile

	jeanette
	yes michele and most are very unfair

	fenlander
	hi beth

	Eve Rank
	as it gets more difficult to get the social service they become more invisible!

	fenlander
	lateral thinking there lulu

	Eve Rank
	they're even making cutbacks now.

	jeanette
	I diont know Wendy but at a guess would think we would have have to sign an agreement with them.

	Michele
	how is is possbile to cut back more?

	Drew_L
	Oo Michele, don't jinx it

	Rosemary1
	dont forget, if a need for a service has been fully identified,local authorities cannot use lack of funds as an excuse.

	Drew_L
	Sadly, I think cuts are coming

	hal
	making it harder for everybody then by cutting back

	Michele
	::blush whoops

	fenlander
	in theory Rosemary

	Rosemary1
	no fen in practice too

	Michele
	wb angelica

	Drew_L
	WB angelica

	Rosemary1
	wb angel

	fenlander
	depends how good the service they offer/provide is in meeting the needs identified

	Beth
	The big problem I found was getting SS to acknowledge that there is a need

	angelica
	ty

	hal
	wb angel

	lulu
	yes beth

	Sam_S
	Rosemary, have you any experience of getting a service in place when it has been identified?

	Eve Rank
	they can't use lack of funds but they can use their elibility criterea as a barrier and that's a long battle i fought.

	angelica
	i have

	Eve Rank
	I had had to take an IQ test.

	The Care5853
	omg

	Sam_S
	and how did you make it succeed Angelica? Sounds like it'd be useful to know!

	Rosemary1
	yes,we ended up getting a service in next authority,only 6 mile away but was classed as a different borough so cost went through the roof.we fought and fought and won...

	Eve Rank
	Andrew's quiet.... ::biggrin

	fenlander
	what eligibility criteria did they use against you Eve?

	jeanette
	in my daughters respite home the criteria has changed dramatically

	Drew_L
	One of the new things that's probably coming is a standard eligibility criteria across England (though not all the UK) - that's got pluses and minuses though...

	angelica
	got together with others to make a lottery bid which was successful

	lulu
	i bet it has jeanette

	Sam_S
	sounds like it was worth doing though Rosemary ::smile

	hal
	it does

	Eve Rank
	i had to prove to them that i had a learning disability and i couldn't write properly because i'd hurt my hand and that affected too.

	Michele
	an IQ test? i'm a bit shocked by that

	Drew_L
	Me too

	angelica
	employed someone...eventually got an sla agreement..lots of lobbying..very hard work...and funding conmstant problem

	Sam_S
	wow Angelica, didn't know it was possible to use the lottery in that way!

	angelica
	yep

	jeanette
	her respite home used to be full most of the time now the numbers are down a lot.

	Rosemary1
	it was sam,my brother has a life now,not just an existance if that makes sense

	Ewan
	It sounds like an impossible thing to be asked to prove...

	Sam_S
	Yes, I saw that in your blog Eve, pretty horrendous really....

	angelica
	two successful bids of about £300,000 each

	Ewan
	::ohmy wow, congratulations!

	lulu
	there should be more respite available not less

	hal
	that is good angel

	jeanette
	I agree Wendy

	angelica
	major nightmare reporting back to lottery lol

	Eve Rank
	how do you guys get your respite?

	angelica
	but service is still running now

	fenlander
	it comes at a cost then?

	hal
	no respite for me

	Eve Rank
	I prefer having the money or the vouchers. But i'm having trouble with the voucher scheme because of the agency.

	fenlander
	nor me Hal

	Rosemary1
	without a proper reassessment local authorites cannot reduce a care package just cos they change their eligibility criteria.Quite a few cases at court now due to some trying this

	Michele
	well done angelica

	angelica
	crossroads and am in the process of applying for direct payments

	Eve Rank
	I'd rather have the money.

	Sam_S
	yes, the reporting back on funding is always a pain Angelica...

	Beth
	I have never had respite for the last 9 years

	angelica
	joint effort...few of us involved but ty

	Eve Rank
	that's true rosemary.

	hal
	yw angel

	Eve Rank
	A lot of authorities are doign re-assessments, especially after they've asked for a direct payment, which is a danger.

	Rosemary1
	eve, hows your typist doing ::tongue

	Sam_S
	that must be pretty tough Beth.....

	Beth
	never had it before that either but there was someone else who helped then

	jeanette
	I get respite and nothing else.my daughter has been in the health system for about 12 years.and gets health respite but does not fit the new criteria

	Eve Rank
	he's a bit slow actually! ::biggrin

	angelica
	yes we have a financial assessment next week hmmm gulp

	Eve Rank
	but he likes cats....so i forgive him!

	fenlander
	the only good thing about getting no respite is that you know exactly where you stand

	Michele
	Beth, it never ceases to amaze me how many carers say that about respite

	Rosemary1
	hahahaha tell us something we did not know...

	lulu
	he is doing fine

	The Care5853
	does anyone have access to emergency repsite?

	Beth
	My dad has been ill since 1960

	hal
	yep, can agree there

	fenlander
	who is typing Eve?

	Sam_S
	good grief Beth, and you've cared for him for how much of that time?

	Eve Rank
	i've got the emergency carers cards, if anything happens to me.

	Rosemary1
	TheCare, you have any problems in your area with the carers grants now through the PCTs,care trusts

	Eve Rank
	they came out before the carers strategy.

	Beth
	I did not even get any respite or any help when I had a stroke

	lulu
	glad you have got one of those

	jeanette
	we have CERS here EVE so can call on them to give emergency help

	Eve Rank
	That should be national now through the carers strategy.

	Ewan
	jeanette, what's CERS ?

	Eve Rank
	what is CERS?

	lulu
	we still havent got it in norfolk yet

	Drew_L
	It should be national...but there's some problems with the breaks money going to Primary Care Trusts. Grrr...

	The Care5853
	Not in our area to the best of my knowledge

	hal
	no idea here

	Drew_L
	We're working on it!

	jeanette
	Carers emergency response team

	fenlander
	I was given an Emergency number - tried it and got told to contact our GP and they never even passes it on to Neil's social worker that I had called

	Eve Rank
	there's a surprise. ::dry

	Ewan
	OK, thanks ::smile

	Beth
	Just the last 15 years!!!!!!!!!!!!!

	Sam_S
	"just"!

	lulu
	sorry, have to go, many thanks, it has been really great byee

	Drew_L
	Byesey byb Lulu

	Michele
	bye lulu

	Ewan
	Bye lulu !

	fenlander
	bye

	hal
	bye

	The Care5853
	Our pct funded emergency repsite bed has never been accessed - don't think people know about it.

	Beth
	Just I am being sarcastic

	Eve Rank
	thanks for coming lulu.

	Eve Rank
	thanks for inviting me!

	jeanette
	bye wendy

	Sam_S
	bye Lulu

	lulu
	i have enjoyed it good night

	Rosemary1
	can I ask a general question of everyone please and not just eve? but it does have some bearing on those with learning disabilities may be caring for elderly parents?

	Eve Rank
	of course rosemary...

	hal
	go ahead

	Rosemary1
	the green paper that was announced,wee know just proposals but one of the issues mentioned was possibly using DLA/AA towards care costs.If some with learning disabilities dont get CA and say such a benefit was withdrawn from families..what do you think impact would be

	Beth
	I am caring for elderly parent but not got learning difficulty but I do have some problems cos of the strokes

	hal
	no learning difficulties myself

	Eve Rank
	some people use their DLA to care costs anyway,

	Michele
	guess some of the difficulties you face will be similar Beth

	Rosemary1
	hal, you're just difficult full stop ::tongue

	Eve Rank
	like the mobility component.

	fenlander
	why would someone with learning disabilities not be able to claim carers allowance - assuming they are not on IB or ESA which presumably they would be?

	Rosemary1
	cos like Eve said,many are hidden

	Eve Rank
	that's right rosemary.

	fenlander
	Hal isnt difficult?

	hal
	lol rosemary ::laugh

	Eve Rank
	they don't get the right support.

	hal
	ty fen

	Eve Rank
	also they don't know services are available for them.

	Beth
	They dont go out looking for carers to pay them carers allowance

	Eve Rank
	i didn't think i could join carers in bedforshire because of my learning disability.

	jeanette
	and are not told either..it saves money!!

	Ewan
	Are there actual rules about that, Eve?

	fenlander
	yw Hal

	Eve Rank
	rules about what Ewan?

	Rosemary1
	hal knows I am teasing him fen,hes used to it..lol

	hal
	yep

	fenlander
	yes but wouldnt they all be exempt from CA because they get IB or ESA?

	hal
	if you cant have a laugh

	jeanette
	A carer is a carer no matter what other problem they have

	Ewan
	About people with learning disabilities not being able to join local carers' groups?

	Eve Rank
	they would be fen

	Michele
	Just to let everyone know there are just over 5 mins left, in case anyone has a question or burning issue they want to raise

	Eve Rank
	i looked into this when i was off sick

	Beth
	Yu cant get CA if you are on Incapatity Benefit

	Rosemary1
	IB is on its way out fen

	Michele
	well put jeanette

	Sam_S
	we know some young carers with conditions on the autistic spectrum have been told they can't attend young carers projects so that kind of thing wouldn't surprise us Eve!

	fenlander
	no eldest son cant get CA cos he gets IB

	Eve Rank
	it was so much hassle to claim my IB benefit for 13 weeks and then go back to CA.

	Rosemary1
	<< going to be quiet but thanks Eve for your comments,much appreciated

	Eve Rank
	I can get CA but I can't get DLA.

	Beth
	I had about 3 months when I was not getting Carers or IB

	fenlander
	ESA the Rosemary

	Eve Rank
	I've got arthritis in my foot and sometimes i can't do anything, but i haven't been able to claim it yet.

	fenlander
	why not D:LA Eve?

	fenlander
	sorry DLA?

	hal
	how long have you had the arthritis Eve

	Beth
	I dont see why the government make it so difficult for us especially as all we do saves hem money

	The Care5853
	RA or OA eve?

	fenlander
	I thought you said you had learning disabilities Eve?

	Eve Rank
	social services don't give people with learning difficulties the information about carers support.

	fenlander
	no but cant you claim DLA?

	Eve Rank
	i've had it for at least 10 years.

	Eve Rank
	Roughly.

	hal
	ty

	Eve Rank
	i do fenlander and i passed the IQ test to prove it. ::rolleyes

	The Care5853
	Thank you Eve for doing this tonight and for answering my questions.

	Beth
	Social Services dont give anyone anything if they can possibly help it

	Eve Rank
	I've learnt to do a lot myself, but that means people think i don't need help and they cut back support.

	fenlander
	I sometimes think I cope too well too Eve and so they leave me to it

	Eve Rank
	It's been great. Fast and furious!

	Eve Rank
	::biggrin

	Beth
	You have to do it all yourself because as we carers all know we get as little help as the authorities can get away with

	Drew_L
	Thanks a lot Eve!

	fenlander
	thanks Eve - it went well

	jeanette
	Thanks from me too Eve been a pleasure to talk to you.

	Eve Rank
	Thanks everyone.

	The Care5853
	lol - good night everyone. Eve you are welcome to visit us in Bath anytime - would be nice to meet you!

	hal
	ty eve

	Beth
	Coping or seeming to cope does us o good at all

	Eve Rank
	thanks!

	Michele
	Ok everyone, alas it's now time for Eve to leave us... thanks to everyone for coming and big thanks to Eve for being such a great guest host tonight.

	Sam_S
	Yes, been very interesting, thanks!

	angelica
	thanks for your time eve ::smile

	Beth
	Thanks for coming here eve

	fenlander
	better than not coping beth

	The Care5853
	bye

	Ewan
	Great to meet you, Eve - and to see so many others too ::smile

	fenlander
	goodnight Eve

	Eve Rank
	bye everyone.

	Rosemary1
	thx to eves' typist too..lol

	Andrew
	and bye from me here supporting eve

	Sam_S
	Night all.......................


