











	The Princess Royal Trust for Carers –   working with Health

	A checklist for GPs and Primary Health Care Teams

	A Checklist for Primary Care Trusts and        Strategic Health Authorities 

	Do you produce a local protocol for systems within  primary care to identify carers and link them to  support, and do you commission work to set up such systems within primary care?

	When monitoring the implementation of QOF         Management Standard 9 relating to the      identification of carers, will you examine the numbers of carers identified as well as the process?

	Do you involve carers’ representatives, as partners, in the planning of local services?

	Do you make assessments of the level and quality of support for carers provided by the primary care services that you commission and do you incorporate support for carers into your local protocols for clinical governance and GP and practice appraisals? 

	Do you use the flexibility in PMS contracts and the options for enhanced services in the GMS contract to encourage and reward GPs to     extend and improve services for carers?

	Do you commission services to support carers from a local Carers’ Centre or other voluntary of statutory agency?

	Do you include carer awareness in the training you offer to members of Primary Care Teams and encourage practices to have a ‘carers lead’?

	Do you include carer awareness in the training for your own staff, members of the PCT Board and Professional Executive Committee?

	Do you ensure that the needs of and services for  carers are considered by the partnership with the Local Authority and other agencies?

	Do you ensure that the needs of and services for young carers are included in strategies for children's services?

	A checklist for the Government

	Will you strengthen the system for performance managing and rating PCTs to give clearer         recognition to the importance of providing support for carers and introduce a statutory duty on PCTs to promote the health of carers?

	Will you ensure that Non-Executives appointed to the PCTs include people who can demonstrate an               understanding of carers’ issues?

	Will you strengthen and widen the requirement to identify carers and set a new date by which GPs, members of Primary Care Teams and Social    Services staff are asked to identify carers in line with the national priorities guidance issued in September 1998?

	Will you ensure that all relevant National Service          Frameworks include a standard relating to the recognition and support of carers?

	Will you consult widely and ensure flexibility in the          implementation of the Expert Carers’ Programme heralded in the White Paper?

	Will you set targets for the establishment of     carers’ health checks in primary care?

	Will you ensure that PCTs and Local Authorities are funded to improve and extend support and services for carers in primary care?

	Will you ensure that there is funding to introduce pilot   programmes to identify the most effective ways of improving carers’ health, and to            encourage the development of carer-friendly    services in primary care?

	Will you run a national publicity and awareness raising campaign  to encourage carers to identify themselves as such to their GPs?

	Will you introduce into legislation the proposals contained in Barbara Keeley’s Bill to require GP practices to take the needs of carers into account in the provision of their services?
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